
Dear AP English Students,  
  
We look forward to working with you this fall, and we want to remind you that there are 
assignments due the first day of school. On the reverse side of this letter is a reading list, a 
journal assignment, and two essay assignments that are all due on the first day of class.    
  
Your basic assignment is: 
1. Select two books from the included reading list.  Select 1 book from list A, one book 

from list B. 
2. Keep a comprehensive journal for each of the works. You will need this for class 

discussion, papers and presentations.  
 
a. Write between 3 and 4 entries per literary piece. Each entry should be a 

response to a significant passage. Include: date of journal entry, page # from 
book, short summary of the passage, and your response. You will hand in your 
complete journal during the first week of school.   Each entry should be no 
longer than one typed page  

 
b. We will be grading two entries: one from each work. You should have 3­4 

entries for each work.  
 

3. Use each book that you read to answer one of the prompts included on the next page 
in a 1‐2 page essay. 

 
• Do not summarize the novel in your essay.  Instead, relate important events in the 

novel that address the prompt. 
 
• Within the body of the paper, develop and substantiate your thesis with specifics 

from the works, including quoted passages. and parenthetical citations.  
 
• The paper should be typed or written on a word processor.  
 
• This is not a collaborative effort. Each student must write his/her own paper  

  
 
If you do not plan to read the works, keep the journal and write the essays (all due on the 
first day of class), we suggest that you think strongly about contacting your guidance 
counselor and transferring to another course.    
  
We wish you great remaining weeks of vacation & reading enjoyment! 
  
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
AP English Teachers  
  



AP SUMMER READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENT  
  
Reading 
Choose one book from each of the following lists.  Short summaries of each novel are 
included below.  It is very important that you read these novels carefully—since you will be 
using this reading throughout next year and, eventually, on the actual AP Literature Exam. 
 

List A  List B 
• Aldous Huxley Brave New World  
• George Orwell 1984  
• Joseph Heller Catch 22  

 

• Toni Morrison Song of Solomon  
• Rudolfo Anaya Bless Me, Ultima  
• David Guterson Snow Falling on Cedars  

 
 
Bless Me, Ultima  
This book is about pride and assimilation, faith and doubt. The summer before Antonio 
Juan Luna Marez turns seven, an old woman with healing powers comes to live with his 
family. There is something magical and mystical about Anaya's coming‐of‐age story in post‐
World War II New Mexico.  
Snow Falling of Cedars 
Set on an island in the straits north of Puget Sound, in Washington, where everyone is 
either a fisherman or a berry farmer, the story is nominally about a murder trial. But since 
it's set in the 1950s, lingering memories of World War II, internment camps and racism 
helps fuel suspicion of a Japanese‐American fisherman, a lifelong resident of the islands.  
Song of Solomon 
Awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1993, Morrison powerfully evokes in her fiction 
the legacies of displacement and slavery that have been bequeathed to the African‐
American community. Song of Solomon (1977) is perhaps the most lyrical of her novels, 
following Milkman Dead as he struggles to understand his family history and the ways in 
which that history has both been damaged by and transcended the horror of slavery. 
1984  
Published in 1949 as a warning about the menaces of totalitarianism. The novel is set in an 
imaginary future world that is dominated by three perpetually warring totalitarian police 
states.  
Brave New World 
"Community, Identity, Stability" is the motto of Aldous Huxley's utopian World State. Here 
everyone consumes daily grams of soma, to fight depression, babies are born in 
laboratories, and the most popular form of entertainment is a "Feelie," a movie that 
stimulates the senses of sight, hearing, and touch.  
Catch 22 
It's impossible not to consider Catch­22 to be something of a period piece. But 40 years on, 
the novel's undiminished strength is its looking‐glass logic. Again and again, Heller's 
characters demonstrate that what is commonly held to be good, is bad; what is sensible, is 
nonsense. 
 
You are on your own to find the books: library or purchase Buying your own copies is often 
easier for you, since you can mark important passages that you will use in your journal 
entries and paper.  



  
Your Responsibilities:  
  
Reader’s Response Journal:  
You are expected to keep a journal that we will use for class discussion. Write between 3 
and 4 entries per literary piece. Each entry should be a response to a significant passage. 
Include: page #, short summary of the passage, and your response. You will hand in your 
complete journal during the first week of school.    
 
*********Each entry should be no longer than one typed page. ******* 
  
Your teacher will grade: TWO entries: one from each work.  
  
Paper:  
Below are three Open‐Ended questions taken from actual AP Exams (years 2005 and 
2007).   Write an essay for 2 of these prompts—each essay should be 1‐2 pages typed. Each 
essay should use a different book from a different list.  For example:  if you use a book from 
list A to answer the question from 2005, then you must answer the 2007 prompt with a 
book from list B.  
 
 
2005. In Kate Chopin's The Awakening (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to possess 
"That outward existence which conforms, the inward life that questions." In a novel or play that 
you have studied, identify a character who outwardly conforms while questioning inwardly. 
Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension between outward conformity and 
inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the work. Avoid mere plot summary. 
 
2005, Form B. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay 
in which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself 
from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your 
essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. 
 
2007. In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present 
activities, attitudes, or values of a character. Choose a novel or play in which a character must 
contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal. Then write an essay in which 
you show how the character's relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a 
whole. 
 
***These essays are due the first day of school and will be graded.***  
  
Neither the journal nor the paper can be done in collaboration with another student.  
  
Questions over the summer, please contact:  
Mr. Wheaton  MWheaton@mrwheaton.com  
Mr. Donahue  Donahue72@hotmail.com 
 



A Generic Rubric for the AP Essay Exam 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